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The COVID-19 vaccine is finally available in the market and across the globe its public administration
has started widely. Safe and effective administration of COVID-19 vaccine is the primary responsibility
of nurses, midwives and other healthcare professionals1. Therefore, nurses and other professionals
who are involved in administering vaccines must be knowledgeable, confident and competent. Nurses
have main role in the administration of the COVID-19 vaccine therefore it is compulsory that nurses
possess accurate knowledge and skills to administer vaccines®. Core competencies required of nurses
include product knowledge, storage and handling, administration and documentation®.

Before administering vaccine training is required. Depending on the product nurses must have
knowledge of the eligibility requirements, vaccination schedule and history, contraindications,
precautions and clinical considerations®. Moreover, it is important to understand recommended
observation time and signs and symptoms of allergic reactions and anaphylactic shock (if any). Safe
administration also requires that nurses must possess accurate knowledge of storage and handling of
COVID-19 vaccine including inspecting, unpacking, accounting, and storing vaccines®. Depending on
the product, nurses must demonstrate the knowledge of maintaining cold chain and any protocol in
case of cold chain failure. Proper monitoring of temperature and recording it are vital for safe and
effective administration of COVID-19 vaccine.

Administration of vaccine is the key competency required of nurses that include infection prevention
and control as well as mitigation measures. Identifying proper needle gauge and length is important in
addition to best injection site based on route, age and health of the recipient®’. Correct intramuscular
injection technique is the cornerstone to prevent administration errors such as shoulder injury etc.
Similarly, nurses should have the knowledge as per standard protocol of how to dispose vials,
syringes, needles and other suppliese. Finally, proper documentation of vaccination is key in
appropriate data systems. Evidence suggest that health care professionals including nurses and
midwives are highly trusted when it comes to vaccine information therefore it is vital that nurses
provide appropriate information including vaccination report card to vaccine recipient. Nurses should
also be able to explain to the patient any adverse effect and what to do in such situations.

For the safe and effective administration of vaccine, it is important that nurses must self-assess
themselves in the above areas and where required must improve themselves before embarking on to
administer COVID-19 vaccines to public. Facilities and vaccine centers must arrange training and
refresher courses for nurses and support staff involved in administration of vaccines.
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